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MAY YOUR DAYS BE
MERRY AND BRIGHT
For our neighbors who are lonely and homeless, Christmas can be a
difficult time. Few can celebrate the coming of the Lord when, like
Him, they have nowhere to lay their head.

Thanks be to God for
His indescribable gift!

But at Union Gospel Mission of Tarrant
County, they find comfort in learning God
2 CORINTHIANS 9:15, nkjv
Himself knows what it’s like to be homeless,
poor and rejected. Knowing and believing that God feels our
suffering and cares makes the world a more compassionate place.
Most come to us with no hope for a Merry Christmas or a Happy
New Year. But your support this season gives them a reason to
celebrate, starting with a hot meal, a bed to sleep in and a safe place
to experience the power of the newborn King to transform their lives.

for our Annual
Ladies Luncheon

TUESDAY
FEBRUARY 21, 2023
11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Will Rogers Memorial Center
in the Round Up Inn
(3401 W. Lancaster Ave., Fort Worth, TX 76107)

Mark your calendar to hear special guest

Megan Alexander
Please email kpope@ugm-tc.org
for more information.

Your gracious support demonstrates the joy of Jesus’s birth and the
power of His love. Your kindness means many of our neighbors in
need will have a good Christmas night here and many more in homes
of their own in years to come.
For now, while this is home, we make the holidays as merry and
bright as possible. We decorate Christmas trees and string the halls
with colorful lights. Everyone gets presents to open, and the aroma
of baked ham, turkey and fresh rolls comes from our busy kitchen.
Of course, Father Andy leads a worship service that reminds
everyone that Jesus is the reason for the season.

KEEP
IN TOUCH
Like us on Facebook

Thank you for bringing the light of Christmas to those who struggle
in dark and difficult times. May all your days be merry and bright!

Follow us on Instagram (@ugmtarrantco)

Robbie Zimmerman

Christ Jesus Came Into
the World to Save Sinners

Stories of the Lord’s provision through you in Tarrant County

This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
–1 Timothy 1:15
This Bible verse from 1 Timothy is not your classical
“Christmas” Bible passage. Yet, it clearly spells out
the meaning and significance of this holy season:
That Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to Earth
to be with us to save us from our sins. While there
are lots of things to be joyful about this season—
the special food and celebrations, the time with
friends and family and the gifts that we both give
and receive, the deeper joy is found in the great truth
of what Jesus Christ has done for us. He has saved
us from our sins!
This is the great joy of Christmas: Jesus Christ has
set us free from the power of sin and death! Now
we are free to live lives that please God and free to
love our neighbor. That’s what UGM-TC is all about:
loving and serving the poorest of the poor with
God’s grace and provision. Thanks to your generous
support, we are able to share to joy of this season
and the hope it brings all year round.

Include your email address on the
enclosed response form to receive
Mission news and opportunities via email

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
•O
 ur residents and guests — that they would come to
know the love of Jesus Christ and experience the
true joy of Christmas!
•O
 ur staff and volunteers — that the love of God and
the joy of this holy season would empower them in
their vital work of serving those in need.

HOW MAY WE
PRAY FOR YOU?
We would like to pray for you.

YOU MAKE ALL OUR DAYS
MERRY AND BRIGHT!

If you have any prayer requests you would like to
share, please email them to apowell@ugm-tc.org.
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We here at UGM-TC wish you and yours a joy-filled
Christmas!

And as we celebrate the birth of our King, great joy is born into
hearts He loves more deeply than we can fathom.

In Christ,

MISSION
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“The sky’s the limit!”
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DATE
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FATHER ANDY POWELL

You Gave Robert
a New Beginning!
“You get torn up being out there,”
Robert says of life on the streets.
By the time he got to that low
point, Robert had already been
torn up by a bitter divorce. He was
separated from the two daughters
he loved and had fallen into a
deep depression.

“I would sit in the house by
myself and drink all day,” Robert
remembers. “I wouldn’t go to
work.” Before long, Robert had
lost his job as a plumber — and
then he lost his house.
Robert spent some time living
in a tent in Tampa. He suffered
in the brutal Florida heat,
thankful for the free cold water
at the nearby gas station. But
he hadn’t given up on life. He
was determined to make a new
start back in Texas to be near his
daughters. He bought a one-way
ticket to Fort Worth and hoped
for the best.
While staying in a short-term
recovery center, Robert learned
about Union Gospel Mission
of Tarrant County. He started
coming to Club 1401 for meals
to check it out. “At UGM-TC,
they called me by my name and
treated me with decency,” Robert
says, “so I made the switch.”
As soon as he joined our
residential program, Robert
knew he had made the right
choice. “I needed the structure.

I was doing what I had to do,
and it helped me out of the
depression I was in.”
Robert’s case manager was a
blessing to him. “She held me
accountable, and I liked that.
If I told her I was going to do
something, I had to do it.” That
included taking the test for his
GED, which he passed with flying
colors — even after being out of
school for 20 years!

BE OF GOOD CHEER!

The most wonderful time of the year is almost here!
Christmas at UGM-TC is a joyous time, and we are
starting our plans now. Trees decorated with lights and
ornaments will cheer hearts as we celebrate the birth
of our Lord. Do you have a decoration or ornament you
would like to add? Bring it by!
One of the most popular events is our toy store. The board room
transforms into a “shop” for residents to choose gifts for their kids.
The children here will have a fun and memorable Christmas morning!
The adults will too … gift bags stuffed with goodies will be given to
residents and guests.

Today, Robert is a proud
program graduate. He has
secured housing and is busy
pursuing the plans he made while
staying at UGM-TC. “I’m going
to Tarrant County College to
study cybersecurity. I’m good
with computers.” Robert is
considering further education
and a career in law enforcement.
He is also taking steps to
reconnect with his daughters and
hopes to see them this Christmas.

Amid all the lights, carols and gifts, the smell of good home-cooked
food fills the halls. Baked ham, turkey and all the delicious sides are
being prepared by our kitchen staff and volunteers. It is a fun time,
filled with parties and activities. We would love for you to come to be
a part of the joy! Volunteers are welcome, and we need your
help more than ever!
Finally, Father Andy is already preparing for his special
Christmas services in our Chapel. Would you like to come
worship with us?
If you would like to help, please contact the Volunteer
Coordinator at (817) 338-8402 or dwalser@ugm-tc.org.
There’s always plenty to do, and we welcome extra hands
and smiling faces. Thank you!

“I would highly recommend
UGM-TC,” Robert says. “You can
start over and do whatever you
want to do — go to school or go
to work. The sky’s the limit!”

… His compassions fail not. They are new every
morning; Great is Your faithfulness.
LAMENTATIONS 3:22–23, nkjv
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